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*Whoever does not bear his
own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple.”

Luke 14:27

Prayer
Prompts

Luke 14:25-33

SUNDAY: Please, Father, fill me with Your love, show me
how to abide in You, and produce fruit for Your kingdom.
| desire to be Your disciple.

MONDAY: Most gracious Father, please create within me
a desire to love you more than anyone or anything in this
world. Not that | would love family and friends less, but
that | would love you all the more.

TUESDAY: Oh, Holy Father, please strengthen me to carry
the cross You want me to bear. Teach me how to ‘go the
distance’ and run the race with joy in my heart.

WEDNESDAY: Dear Savior, give me the resolve to be Your
disciple, especially when there are so many idols and
falsehoods that distract me. Please fill me with a clear
vision of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus

our Lord.

THURSDAY: Most powerful Lord, You know | am a person
who has great difficulty sitting down and reflecting.
Please quiet my soul. Show me how to joyfully count the
cost of being your disciple as | seek to serve You.

FRIDAY: Lord of all, give me perseverance in the plans
You inspire within me.

SATURDAY: Creator God, You search and know my
heart. You also know | can easily turn our worship to
other things such as money, success, and my schedule.
Please show me how to lay those things aside and to
seek You above all else.
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Luke 14:25-33
Rylee Bucknam
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THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP

Jesus’ parables challenge the crowd to count the cost
of discipleship before committing to following Him. But
what is the cost? How can we commit before knowing
what it will be? The answer: assume that following Him
will cost us everything. Jesus doesn’t want half-hearted
disciples who withhold parts of their lives from Him

when it gets hard. When we follow Jesus, we surrender
everything fo Him, noft just the easy stuff. Otherwise, we’ll
be like the foolish builder who couldn’t complete the
task at hand.

Total surrender sounds intimidating. True allegiance

to Jesus means a willingness to forsake relationships
and comfort—even to give up our own lives. Total
commitment is costly. However, we find hope in Jesus’
words from verse 27, when He says that we must be
willing to bear our own crosses as we follow after Him.
Jesus was foreshadowing His own total commitment to
His Father, when He would say, "Not my will, but yours,
be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus Christ bore His own cross
so that we might be saved. And this same God, who
condescended to earth and died in our place, asks

us to follow His example of total commitment. But this
sacrifice is not without reward—what joy we have in
Jesus! A few verses earlier in this chapter, He promises us
that we will be “repaid at the resurrection of the just”
(v. 14).

PRAYER

Our allegiance to Jesus is worth everything we have and
more. If we refuse to renounce what we have, clinging
stubbornly to this world, we will one day be grieved by
our foolishness. But if we fully surrender to Jesus, we will,
like Paul, declare, "I count everything as loss because

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord”
(Philippians 3:8).

Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your only Son
to die in my place. Thank You for Your steadfast love
toward us. You are uneqgualed in power and wisdom.
Teach us to surrender all that we have to You—You are
worthy of our undivided devotion. Thank You for Your
great patience in our weakness. We love You, Lord. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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Family
Activity

From Harvest Kids

Read Genesis 6:5-22 together.

Take out your family’s favorite building materials (Lego,
blocks, magnatiles, play dough).

Together, try to build the tallest structure you can.

God gave Noah a pretty big job; God asked him to build
a huge boat, even though he didn‘t live near a lake or
ocean. Many people made fun of Noah for building the
ark, but he persevered in finishing the job that God

gave him.

What is the biggest project you have built out of Lego
or blocks?

How long did it take you?

What would have happened if Noah had given up and
left the ark half built?

How should we respond to hard jobs God gives us?

MEMORIZE

PRAY

Someday, God might give one of us a hard job to do, too.
God might ask you to be friends with a kid who everyone else
is choosing to ignore. He might ask you to forgive a sibling or
friend who teases you every day.

God was pleased with Noah’s perseverance, and God will also
be pleased with you when you persevere in doing what is right.

Galatians 6:9, "So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At
just the right fime we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t
give up.”

Sit in a circle with a potato/ball. Practice the verse together
until everyone is familiar. When ready, give the potato to one
of your children. Instruct them to begin passing the potato
around the circle. As each person receives the potato, have
the group say one word from the Bible verse. The person who
is holding the potato at the end of the verse gets to stand up
and do a silly dance. Play several rounds, going faster and
faster, to help the children learn the verse.

Father, | pray for (child’s name) to learn early in life that when
they rely on You, troubles in life are so much less overwhelming.
As my children follow You, may they persevere, depending

on the resources You have given them—Your Holy Spirit, Your
Word, prayer, and other Christians—rather than attempting

fo succeed in their own strength. | pray that faith, goodness,
self-control, perseverance, godliness, kindness, and love

may be developed in their lives so they will be effective and
productive in serving You.
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Read Luke 14:25-33.

In this passage, Jesus challenges those
who wish to follow Him to carefully
consider the cost of discipleship. He
speaks about the need to prioritize Him
above all else, even family, and the
importance of counting the cost before
embarking on the journey of faith.

Prioritizing Christ: Jesus says that anyone

who comes to Him must “hate” their family

and even their own life (Luke 14:26). What
do you think He means by this? How does
this challenge the way you view your
relationships and your personal priorities?

The Cost of Discipleship: Jesus talks
about the need to count the cost (Luke
14:28-32). What might be some personal
costs of following Jesus that you have
encountered or may face? How do you
feel about these costs?

Sacrificial Love: Jesus calls us fo bear our
cross (Luke 14:27). What does “bearing
your cross” look like in your life? Are
there areas where you are struggling to
surrender your will for His?

RESPOND

Take a moment to pray and ask God to
reveal areas where He is calling you to a
deeper commitment to Him.

Are there any “counting the cost”
moments in your life that you feel He is
asking you to step into more fully?
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Sermon Title:
Pastor:
February 22-23, 2025
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Prayer
Prompts

Luke 9:57-62

WEEK SIX -

SUNDAY: Heavenly Father, give me a forward-facing
faith. Keep my heart, soul, and mind fixed on You. Steel
me against any desire to step backwards or fo turn
around. May | remain resolute in my commitment to
love, to serve, and to follow You.

MONDAY: Father God, grant me the spiritual discipline
and steadfastness to obediently follow wherever You
lead me on this Christian journey of sanctification.

TUESDAY: Heavenly Father, please release me from the
snares and trappings of this material world; instead, form
in me a burning desire to focus on the riches of Your
kingdom.

WEDNESDAY: Father God, help me to forgo the hours
wasted on frivial and often meaningless things. Allow me
to redeem that time in worship and fervent prayer.

THURSDAY: Father God, grant me the boldness to
proclaim the good news of salvation whenever,
however, and wherever You provide the opportunity.

FRIDAY: Heavenly Father, build in me a fearless faith
so that | will be able to stand firm, even in the face of
private and public persecution.

SATURDAY: Father, test my heart. Measure my resolve
to follow You. Stretch me in every way, so that | will
be equipped enough to withstand the confusion,
temptations, and wickedness of this world.
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Devotional

Luke 9:57-62
Ben France
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NO MATTER THE COST

Have you ever read the passage where Jesus tells His
disciples, “Take up their cross and follow me”? Maybe
you've read the Scriptures or grew up in Christian
circles where you heard different one-liners that tfried to
describe the cost of following Jesus. But have you ever
taken the time to really consider what it takes?

In Luke 9:57-62, Jesus addresses three potential disciples.
Through their dialogue with Jesus, we see some
examples of the true cost of following Christ. The first fries
to make a quick decision to leave his current life behind
and follow Jesus. Jesus’ response reminds us that anyone
who follows Him has to be willing to give up feeling “at
home” in this world. We trade our comfort to follow
Jesus.

The second potential disciple is called by Jesus. He
says, “Follow me.” This guy says, “Yes—but not yet.” He
wants fo wait until his father passes. Jesus’ reply to this
man’s request shows us that to follow Him, our ultimate
allegiance must be to Him above all else. We give our
loyalty to Jesus.

The last potential disciple wants to go back to his family
and say goodbye before following Jesus. But Jesus knew
if the man were to go home first, his love for his family
would weaken his strength to follow Him. Jesus’ response

PRAYER

is that anyone who follows Him cannot look back—only
to “put his hand to the plow” and move forward. We
give up our old lives for Jesus.

The cost of following Jesus is not cheap. It costs
everything. Our comfort, our allegiance, our old

lives. When we follow Christ, everything changes—it’s
incredible and always worth it. So, are you all in?

Are you sold-out for Jesus no matter the cost?

Heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your only Son
to die in my place. Thank You for Your steadfast love
toward us. You are unequaled in power and wisdom.
Teach us to surrender all that we have to You—You are
worthy of our undivided devotion. Thank You for Your
great patience in our weakness. We love You, Lord. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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Family
Activity

From Harvest Kids

Read Luke 9:57-62, Hebrews 12:2a together.

Journey Today Show 7.1 Balance Beam

During the Olympics, we see gymnasts deliver
incredible leaps, flips, and twists on a four-inch wide
beam, elevated four feet off the ground.

Watch the balance beam video above and nofice
how focused the athlete appears during the routine.
Observe how they keep their attention fixed on a
single point ahead of them.

Try walking on your own, homemade “balance beam”

(use a 2x4, or cut and assemble a four-inch wide strip
of paper, or mark out a four-inch wide section of floor
with masking tape or chalk).

DISCUSS

MEMORIZE

PRAY

Have your child try walking with their attention fixed on
a focal point ahead. Next, have them try the same task
without a focal point.

What happens when a gymnast takes their eyes off of
their focal point while they’re on the beam?

When you walked along our “balance beam,” was it
easier or harder when you focused on a point ahead
of you?

Where does the Bible say our focus should be when we
follow Jesus?

When we focus on God, it is much easier to follow Him.
When we take our eyes off of God, it becomes more
difficult to live in a way that pleases Him.

Hebrews 12:2qa, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author
and perfecter of our faith.”

As you practice saying this verse, walk across your
“balance beam.” You can even have the kids try
balancing something on their hands or heads while they
walk and recite the verse.

Lord, please help (child’s name) to follow You all the
days of their life. Let them run the race You have set
before them with endurance. Protect them from any
sin that ensnares or weight that slows them down. Help
them fo focus their eyes on You alone.
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BY FAITH I/WE COMMIT TO

25-MONTH
GIVE TO THE FOLLOW INITIATIVE COMMITMENT RNIALLY MONTHLY
AT HARVEST BIBLE CHAPEL:
$1,200 $600 $50
$2,000 $1,200 $100
25 Month Total of § yp— $6,000 $3,000 $250
$9,000 $4,000 $375
Beginning today as the Lord provides, I/we will give Carmpus $12,000 $6.000 $500
S ) ,
O Weekly OBi-weekly OIMonfhly OlQuarterly OAnnually — ———— $18,000 $9,000 $750
o $24,000 $12,000 $1,000
Please contact me about how to give through: ~
OStock O Real Estate O Other city $36,000 $16,000 $1,500
$48,000 $24,000 $2,000
Automated Giving: To set up your FOLLOW offering online, State Zp $72,000 $36,000 $3.000
go to harvestbible.org/give for more information.
Phone $120,000 $60,000 $5,000

Please use one pledge card for the entire campaign
$240,000 $120,000 $10,000

Indicate "FOLLOW" and your campus name on the memo line Email address (please print)
of each check that you write

This pledge is accepted with the understanding that the church has administrative
Signature Date discretion to use the donated funds as it sees fit for ministry purposes.

100 101



